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We had a good turnout for Oakdale. Next time we need to make sure
the mall pays their heat bill, if there a show at that location next year.
Based on what we have seen I doubt if we will be having a show at that
mall. Steve also indicates that there will likely not be a show at the For-
est Lake mall either.

We had two new modules at Oakdale. Ken Borowski bought his two
new four foot modules and gave them a try. Even though there was no
scenery on the modules you can tell that they are going to look great
when he is finished. Ken has an interchange track set up on the mod-
ules and with the DCC we can do some switching on the lines. We did run some DCC after I
got the bugs worked out. Once we got it up and running it ran fine. More on DCC a little later.
See photos from Oakdale inside.

March 19, 2008

Oakdale Show

As is always the case we had a good time at the LaCrosse show.
Nate, Steve and I had a 16 x 16 layout for the show. Nate even re-
membered to bring his modules. There were the usual dealers there
including the Engine House from Green Bay. They have some good
show deals on DCC equipment. Perry's was there and that was
about it for N scale. Someday the dealers will look at the show par-
ticipants and see that we have 3 times as many N scale layouts at
that show as any other scale.

We usually go to dinner as a group to the Freight House in down-
town LaCrosse but this year they tried Trackside BBQ located right
in the AMTRAK station. They had good food and the price was a little
better.

Next year think about coming down for the show. It’s a nice size
show (even if there aren’t many N scale dealers). Even if you don’t
participate I can still get show passes for club members.

LaCrosse Show
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Meeting Recap

We had the March meeting at Brian Hoag’s house so a big thanks to Brian and his
wife Carol for hosting the meeting and for providing a great dinner.

Several items were discussed at the meeting. The first was to change the meeting
schedule from a rotating three week schedule to a Wednesday in a fixed week of the
month. I have other obligations and on the first Tuesday and Thursday of the month I
have meetings to attend. When a GRVS meeting rolls around to that week, I’m not
home three nights out of that week. After some quick discussion we settled on the
second Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 9th. See
the meeting ‘Upcoming Meetings’ for times and locations.

The second item we discussed was running more DCC at shows as several of us have
equipped at least some of our fleet with DCC decoders. The club does have a DCC set
up. We did at one time buy a DB-150 Digitrax Command Station and a PN-42 for
managing districts. Damian put these items into a tool box and added a fan, a power
supply and the outlets for plugging in CJ connectors. We offered to reimburse him for
the cost of these items but he graciously declined. Another item we would need if we
plan to run DCC, especially wireless is a UR-91 receiver. This unit takes the wireless
DCC commands from the throttles and sends the commands to the DB-150. For Oak-
dale I took my own UR-91 off my layout and bought it to the show. Once I start wiring
my layout I will not be able to keep removing it for shows so we discussed using the
$150 we received from Canterbury for buying a UR-91 and a few UP-5 panel plugs for
plugging in the throttles. We should be able to buy these items for about $130-$150
so the money we have will cover these items. All in attendance agreed with this so I
will be shopping around for the best deal on these items. If you have any questions,
please give me a shout.

As mentioned above meetings will now be held on the second Wednesday of each
month. Here are the upcoming meetings and locations:

April 9th at Ken Borowski’s house. Ken has agreed to host this meeting and if you have-
n’t seen his layout you are missing a good one. Meeting will start at 6:30. A map will be
posted on the GRVS web site.

May 14th at AMTRAK. We will go over the basic N-Trak module rules

June 11th at AMTRAK. The DPM painting seems to be a popular topic so we’ll schedule
this clinic for that meeting.

July 9th at AMTRAK. I’ll try to get the engine cleaning clinic in at this meeting.

Upcoming Meetings



Upcoming Shows

The following is a list of our upcoming shows:

 Wayzata Bay Show, March 29/30, 2008. Kim has
sent an e-mail out letting us know the dates of this
show as shown. If you can make it let Trevor know.
Steve will be out of town so we have asked Greg if we
could use two of his corners. As with the other malls
there may not be many more shows at Wayzata Bay.

 Happy Grandparents Show, April 12/13, 2008. We
have a 28 x 28 size layout for this show so we need a good turnout. I also need
someone to coordinate this show. We also, as a group, usually go out to diner on
Saturday night. I will not be there that night so we also need someone to take a head
count and call the restaurant for reservations. I would like to run DCC on one line if
we have enough interest.

 There is a one day train show in Randolph on Saturday April 26th from 10:00
to 3:00. I’ve included the flyer with this newsletter. We, as a group, are not partici-
pating but it was not listed on the GRVS site but wanted to let everyone know about
it.

 Fair Grounds Flea Market, May 17th. I received a request from Bill George ask-
ing if we could do a one day show at the fair grounds flea market on Saturday, May
17th. We normally don’t do one day shows but we were informed that we could do a
set up on Friday night, the 16th. I put it out to the club and received a surprising
‘Yes’ from a fair number of people. I am planning on doing a 12 x 16 layout at this
show. If you want to be included let me know.

 N-Scale Convention, June 25-28, 2008 . We are up to 700+ modules for this
show. Loop 4 has almost 100 modules as of now.

 Thunder Bay Train Show. The folks up in Thunder Bay, Canada put on a train
show every October and asked if GRVS would be interested in attending. The pro-
ceeds for the show go to a local charity. The show for next year is scheduled for Oc-
tober 25-26, 2008. So far Steve and I plan to attend. This show is a long ways off but
mark your calendars and if you can make it let me know. You will need a passport to
get to/from Canada.

 We have been invited to do a show in Sioux Falls on November 22/23. I will
hold this date open until we see if there is going to be another Duluth show this
year. A ways out but I suspect that there might be another Duluth show in Novem-
ber. I’ll keep you informed if I hear anything.

Mark Your Calendars with These Upcoming
Shows.
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Oakdale Show

Ken’s First N-Trak Show.

A Hard Working Crew!

Fairly Quiet Sunday.

Steve’s Possum Lake Module
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20581 Cypress Drive
Farmington, MN 55024

Phone: 651-463-1202
Email: ezlivin@charter.net

http://www.grvs.com/

Looking Ahead

Visit our

website @

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

I am still looking for ideas to put
into my ‘Tip of the Month’ column.
If you have a idea that you’d like
to share, let me know and I’ll put
it in here. Kim gave me a clinic list
that was put out by Caboose Hob-
bies. They put on clinics every
week. Wish we had a hobby shop
like that! I’ll bring it to the next
meeting. If there is something in
there that you would like to see,
I’ll see if we have someone in the
club that can teach that subject. I
know there are some good ideas
floating around out there so con-
sider providing a show and tell for
the club.

Thanks,

Ed Schultz

Everyone is keeping their ideas secret so no Tip of the
Month for this issue.

Tip of the Month


